Case scenario for Court Report and Presenting
Practice Activity
This scenario will be used to develop a court report giving recommendations from the tribe's perspective. Once the court report is developed, it will be used for case workers who will practice presenting in their small groups.
Jacobs Case
Children:  Johnny Jacobs, DOB 10-29-2007 (age 4) and Mary Jacobs, DOB 3-6-2006 (age 6)
Parents:  Jenny and Mike Jacobs, both the children and mother, Jenny Jacobs are enrolled members of Native Hope Village. Native Hope Village is on the North West coast of Alaska. The community has a population of approximately 400 people.

Location of Court: District Court in the town closest to the Village

Status of Case:  Children were taken into emergency custody in the nearby town and placed in a non-relative, non-native foster home.

Temporary Custody was granted on June 15, 2012 as the parents had not been located.  The Tribe was not notified until after the parents contacted OCS late in the day on June 15th and the parent’s Tribal affiliation was identified.

OCS has shared their proposed case plan with the Tribe.  The Tribe intervened in the case on July 5, 2012.

Adjudication/Disposition scheduled for next week.
In a nearby town, on June 13, 2012, OCS was called by a concerned individual because two children had been left at the park all for several hours and appeared unattended by an adult.  The caller indicated that the children appeared to be mixed race, with possibly Alaska Native heritage and said that one of the children had been crying for quite sometime. The children were taken into OCS custody due to no supervising adult available. The children told the OCS worker that their parents were “at a party in a yellow house” and that they didn't know where they were. The children were hungry and thirsty and said they hadn't eaten since breakfast. They were dirty and dressed in worn-out clothing. The oldest child, Mary had a prominent red rash around her mouth that was scaly and irritated.

Two days later, parents Jenny and Mike contacted OCS by phone to ask about their children.  They told OCS that they left the children with a 17 year old cousin at her house and the cousin was supposed to care for them while Jenny and Mike “took care of some business”.  They did not know they were missing until now.  Their cousin had called police when the children were missing from the park, but had not tried to reach the parents because she knew they were partying and wouldn’t respond anyway.  Police had told the cousin that the children were in OCS care. 

At the time of removal, the children were placed in a non-relative foster home in the nearby town. The worker was not able to get sufficient information about relatives as the children were not able to give very much information. They referred to grandma as "grandma" and could not provide last names. The OCS worker was also fairly new to the job and the local communities.

Jenny and Mike are young parents; they are in their early twenties. Jenny did not finish high school. Mike works with his uncle at certain times of the year but does not have a regular full-time job. Mike has been through alcohol treatment twice in the past and has a history of arrests mostly for alcohol related offenses.  Mike sometimes struggles with depression and was hospitalized with alcohol poisoning last year. Jenny's parents were in a boating related accident and died when she was 10 years old. She does have an aunt named Molly who raised her but their relationship is strained since she often leaves the kids with her for days when the aunt thought it would be only for a few hours. Molly was Jenny's mom's best friend and not blood related. The children refer to her as “grandma”.

Jenny explained that they went to her cousin's house in town and they started drinking. Then they all left and went to another house and continued partying. They didn't realize how much time had passed. Her cousin has a 17 year old daughter who was supposed to be watching the children but she left them at the park while she was visiting with her boyfriend and the kids were gone when she went back to get them.  Jenny thought the kids were with her cousin and didn't know they were in OCS custody. Jenny explained that she and Mike had a fight that night and she left him to go stay with another friend until they both sobered up.  She got up with a hangover and had a few drinks to get rid of it.  She didn't know when Mike was coming back and truly believed the kids were okay with the cousin's oldest daughter who is generally a very responsible teen.

The Jacobs live in a house that Jenny's grandmother passed down to her in a nearby village. Like many homes in this village, it doesn't have running water. There are bathroom and sinks, but they have to haul water from a nearby well for household uses.

Johnny attends Head Start in Native Hope Village. Mary is in first grade but is a little behind as her attendance is not very good. She has missed a lot of school due to being ill this year. Aunt Molly lives alone in a fairly large house and she has a modest income. The Village has a several churches; one of the churches has a food pantry. The Village has an education program. 
OCS took legal custody at an emergency probable cause/temporary custody hearing on June 15, 2012 based on AS. 47.10.011(1).

Jenny and Mike planned to return home after the weekend, and asked OCS to place the children with Aunt Molly in the Village.  OCS conducted a home study and approved placement with Aunt Molly, who qualifies as an extended family member under ICWA definitions.  The children were placed with Aunt Molly two weeks ago. 
Proposed OCS case plan:

· Jenny and Mike will complete substance abuse assessments and follow recommendations for treatment, whether inpatient or outpatient, and verify their cooperation with these recommendations.

· Jenny and Mike complete a parenting education curriculum to learn about child development and appropriate supervision for Johnny and Mary.

· One or both of the parents needs to become gainfully employed in order to support the family.

· The family needs to improve the sanitation and safety conditions in their house based on the age of the children.
· Johnny and Mary will remain in relative foster care while parents are working on changes that will assure safety of the children in their care.

· Visitation will occur for 1 hour sessions three times a week, arranged by OCS and supervised by OCS worker or another designated person.
 
 
